BOWMORE SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date | time October 7, 2019 @ 6:00 pm| Meeting called to order by Lyndsey Camps

In Attendance:
Lyndsey Camps, Andrea Maugham, Sarah Kelar, Brandi Zebrak, Leah Jarvis, Jennifer Cloke-Campbell, Patrick
Westcott, Leah Anderson Vojdani, Jody Sadofsky, Allison Marshall, Shelly Boboolall, Jen Fleming, Lisa
Orchard, Cindy Perry, Joel Krentz, Kelsie Hernandez, Jennifer Petursson, Tracy Travers, Amanda McFarlane,
Jenn Tinker, Tugba Yildirim, Fiona Luck, Natalie Poissant, Karen Robson, Patty Beiger, Ben Hagon, Rob
Graham, Shaileen Casamiro, Angie Winston, Raffi Sekdorian, Elizabeth Grundon, Gillian Steeve, Abigail Sone,
Jill Rayner, Joanna Karidy, Kirsty Pascoe, Valia Reinsalu, Alexis Jennings, Heather Groves.

Approval of Minutes:
The minutes were read from the September 2019 Bowmore School Council Meeting. Approved by Sarah
Kelar, seconded by Jennifer Cloke-Campbell.

Call for New Business:
Leah Jarvis – Walk in, Terry Fox update.

Welcome and Introduction – New School Council Members
Outgoing co-chairs Andrea and Lyndsey thanked all parent volunteers that work hard to make Bowmore a
better place. They also thanked the teachers and Administration for being great partners and always so
supportive.
They also offered their special thanks outgoing Council members: Jenn Engels, Shaileen Casimiro, Ruth Lee,
Elizabeth Grundon & Fiona Luck, Michaela Jeffs and Alexis Jennings.

Andrea and Lyndsey welcomed new and returning Council members and announced the full Council roster.
Please see below for all Bowmore School Council appointments for the school year 2019/20.

There are still a few critical positions open. Please contact the Chairs if you are interested or would like more
information about roles and responsibilities.

Changes to Extended French and French Immersion programs - Raffi Sekdorian
Bowmore Grade 7 teacher of Extended French Raffi Sekdorian joined the Council to let parents know about
recent changes to TDSB French programs. There are currently many entry points for French programs (SK,
grades 4, 6 and 7).
The changes passed in June include the phasing out of the Grade 7 Entry Extended French program, a
transition from Junior Extended French (Grade 4 Entry) to Middle French Immersion (Grade 4 Entry) as well
as a shift in entry point for the Early French Immersion from Senior Kindergarten to Junior Kindergarten entry.
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Some students will be impacted. For example, if your child is in grade 4 or 5 this year, they will not have an
option for intensive French in the future. If they are in grade 2 or 3, they will have to go to another school that
offers a grade 4 entry to Extended French (to be called “middle immersion”). The closest schools are Wilkinson
and Duke.
The switch to JK immersion entry will happen Sept 2022. Sept 2021 will be the first class of grade 4 middle
immersion (not at Bowmore). In 2020 there will be no change to SK French Immersion entry. Core French for
grades 4, 5 and 6 is not changing.

Parent question: were reasons provided? Not really. It’s partly based on an intention to streamline the
currently confusing entry process, and partly to ensure equity.
A complete outline of changes can be found on the TDSB website:
https://tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/docs/QA%20Recommendations_ACCESSIBLE.PDF

Active & Safe Travel to School program - Lisa Orchard
Some parents are concerned about how their kids are getting to school, due to unsafe traffic and recent reports
of ‘close calls’.
Lisa is proposing a traffic survey, based on the proposal below.
Please see below for the detailed presentation, including more information about the problem areas and
potential solutions identified.
Lisa has had success in the past getting results with the City by providing the data and reasons to justify the
expense of upgrades to safety. Lisa will manage the traffic survey and bring the outcomes back to Council. To
assist with running the survey, it would be helpful to have some adults and/or older kids to assist. If you can
help, please contact the Council at bowmoresc@gmail.com.

The next step could be a more formal Active & Safe Travel to School program, if more parents are interested in
getting involved.

Parent suggestion: Perhaps we could run parking enforcement blitzes again?
Parent suggestion: Add the corner of Bowmore and Fairmount to the problem areas.
Parent suggestion: Maybe we can talk to the policeman dedicated to our school?
Parent question: Is there an official age when kids can walk to school on their own? Toronto Police have
advised that it’s up to each family, based on the ability and maturity of their children. Bowmore
Administration to clarify what ages require hand-to-hand transfer.

Equity Transfer proposal - Cindy Perry
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Cindy presented a proposal to transfer a portion of the remaining budget ($3000) to a school in the area that
can’t raise as much money as the Bowmore community. If approved, the Equity Committee will work with
Bowmore Administration to identify one school this year. In the future we can earmark a higher percentage
and support more schools.
We could support a ‘Model School’. These are schools that are identified by census data factors (socioeconomic
situation, parent education, single parent status and recency to Canada). Schools are all ranked based on a
formula. In the past, model schools received additional government funding; however, that is changing based
on our new government. Bowmore is historically quite high on the list and therefor we can make sure that
something is in place to honour and support that program no longer in place.

This kind of effort was identified at the parent think tank session last spring as something Bowmore parents
felt was really important. If we establish the practice we can also encourage other fortunate schools in the area
to do the same.

Parent question. Should/could we earmark it for specific programs? Can we ask the schools what they need so
we can spread it around. It is most likely that the receiving schools will know best what the needs are.

Parent suggestion: At Kew Beach we transfer funds to a sister school each year but also some Equity budget is
reserved for our own students in need to go on field trips and have pizza lunches etc.

Heather Groves: It’s great for children to learn about giving to others. It ties into our Equity goals for the
school this year. This kind of activity helps make connections that are meaningful for kids.

An anonymous vote was taken. The motion to donate $3K to a sister school this year was approved with a
strong majority.

How to Talk to Your Child About Race and Racism – Cindy Perry
Cindy also presented an upcoming parent engagement event: #thetalk.
There have been racial incidents in our school. Some teachers and parents are uncomfortable or do not feel
well-equipped to have conversations to address these incidents and racism in general.
We want our Bowmore kids to competently talk about these things and recognize racism when they see it.
Kids are not too young to talk about race.

Please consider attending and encouraging others to come to the upcoming Parent and Community
Engagement event called #thetalk on Oct 17. There is childcare available and it is open to non-Bowmore
parents.

Page 4

Page 5

Snack Program – Shaileen Casimiro
Will start Tuesday Oct 15. We really need more volunteers.

For those who aren’t familiar with the program, it is funded by TFFS and is called the ‘Student Nutrition
Program’. We provide every student with a morning meal containing 3 food groups. It is intended to cover
kids who don’t have a nutritious breakfast. It is ideally consumed between 9:00am and first recess. Reps from
each classroom come to the server to pick up the snack and bring it in their classroom. We also provide fruit
bowls to the classrooms and in the office for kids who are in need.

We always need volunteers. It can be less than 2 hours in the morning, any morning in the week. Please
contact bowmoresnack@gmail.com for more information, directions to the Servery, etc. The volunteer police
check is required.
Teacher comment (Leah): teachers really notice what a difference it makes. The kids need it and want it.
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Admin Team Update
Lunchtime supervision + general school safety – Joel Krentz
As a new additional to Bowmore, Mr. Krentz has noticed some issues to be addressed. A lot of kids are being
sent to the office because running, play fighting, etc. is getting out of control. Students are getting hurt and it’s
occasionally escalating into incidents that are very concerning to Administration (rough housing and racism physical and emotional hurt). Part of the responsibility lies with the Administration, part with students and
part lies with the parent community. Asking for any parent input or suggestions about how parents can help.
Any input from parents would be welcome.
The primary lunchroom is of particular concern. That’s hard to overcome. Lunch supervisors and teachers are
trying hard to control the atmosphere but it can be an issue for safety. Mr. Krentz has reiterated with students
that they are expected to speak in a lower voice, respect the adults in the room.

Parent comment: We need more supervisors in the lunchroom. The school has gotten too big and there are too
many kids in that room. It’s very hard to get them to calm down and provide the break in the day they need.
Admin: The ratio set by the Board is what it is; however, it’s downright dangerous.

Parent question: Is there an option to do a split lunch?
Admin: We did try it but children were leaving the property (the same supervisors are responsible for
outside).

What are potential solutions? We can pressure the Board about the dangerous 1:100 ratio of lunch supervisors
to students. We can train and motivate/reward some of our 300 grade 7 and 8 students. Need to strike a
committee of parents, teachers and Administration. Jody will reach out to see if someone can lead.
Grade 7 trip update - Heather Groves
The grade 7 trip was cancelled Friday because of the work-to-rule situation. We are fortunately reinstating the
trip tomorrow morning for 3 days at Camp Wahanawin. We are very pleased that we can send our children
with accessibility needs.
Safe & Caring school program (PALS) - Heather Groves
This program is run by the Public Health Department to develop playground activity leaders in schools. They
come and train our children to lead recess games so kids can be active and play outside. Even kids in grade 6
want to be involved in leadership in the school.
Outdoor Storage / Bathroom conversion - Heather Groves
We are hoping to reopen the outdoor storage and a bathroom for kids during lunch and recess very soon.
Bowmore now has 2 gender neutral bathrooms to provide a safe space for kids.
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Parent information evening - Heather Groves
There will be a presentation next week about the transition to high school for parents of grade 8 stduents. It
will be held at Monarch Park on Oct 16. Parents can learn about all the options for students going into grade 9
next year.

Friday PA day
Our staff will be learning about anaphylaxis treatment and supporting teachers who want to be able to address
tough issues such as race and homophobia, etc. The other half of the day will be spent on professional
development to work on individual education plans for students with special needs.

New Business
Walk In – Leah Jarvis
On Oct 10 at 8:15 am another province-wide walk in is scheduled. We need support from parents and teachers
to show support from Bowmore community. We can stand up and have an impact. Bowmore teachers really
appreciate your support. The cuts are deep and severe, especially for high schools. A strong turn out will help.

Terry Fox Run – Leah Jarvis
A great event again this year. We had a great assembly and it was a very powerful experience. Thanks to all
parents who attended to support and volunteer. We have counted $4300 so far. We’re hoping for $5K to make
our goal.
Classroom reps – Kelsie Hernandez
Some classrooms don’t yet have a call rep. The responsibilities are fairly light:
•
•
•

Create a class list and send emails occasionally throughout the year
Forward council emails
Optional: organize teacher gifts for holiday and end-of-year

Please consider volunteering if your child’s class does not have a rep.
Danceathon – Andrea Maugham
The Danceathon (scheduled for end of October) has been postponed due to the work-to-rule situation. We will
reschedule and keep you updated.
Parent comment: there is a wasp nest at Bowmore and Wrenson.
Administration: we will alert the caretaker.
Parent question: What is the solution for Communications this year?
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Administration: the school Administration will manage the monthly newsletter and Facebook will bridge the
gap with anything more immediate. Morning announcements can currently be found on Twitter, but we’re
looking for a better solution that is more accessible to parents (e.g., Google doc).

Meeting Adjourned
Meeting adjourned at 7:53 on Monday Oct 7, 2019.

Page 9

Page 10

Page 11

Page 12

Page 13

Page 14

Page 15

Page 16

