
Fundraising Direction Survey
In late April and early May Bowmore filled in a survey dedicated to finding out which areas that people thought 
Bowmore School Council (“BSC”) funds should be directed in the 2015/2016 school year. (Note that this covers 
only funds raised by fundraisers that raise money without a specific target e.g. Pizza lunch. Funds raised by 
fundraisers such as for the new Kindergarten playground or for team jerseys had their direction set at the time that 
the fundraiser was run.)

Highlights

Number of people who took the survey: 151
Most popular category: Technology (101 people ranked it as one of their top five priorities)
2nd most popular: Music
3rd: Life skills
4th: Art
5th: Science

Survey Comments

Respondents made comments and we can provide an update about some of them. Frankly, work on some of these 
areas had already begun before the survey was held. 

Wi-Fi. Several people suggested that there needs to be Wi-Fi throughout the building. Principal McKay has been 
working on this since September 2014 and we are now wall to wall Wi-Fi in both buildings. Work was completed 
over the last couple of weeks. In addition, the school has ordered 30 notebooks with a cart for our junior division, 
10 computers for our senior lab, and 6 more iPads for our kindergarten students to use at centers. 

Family Studies room. Comments were made about the equipment. The stainless steel refrigerator and freezer along 
with prep cart has been delivered. Principal McKay will order a stove, washer, and dryer from next year's budget 
while also waiting to see if a grant could finance a dishwasher and freezer and another stove. Board carpenters are 
also replacing counter tops in preparation for its use in September. 

Recess for the intermediate grades. Starting in September 2015, intermediate grades' schedules will change. Short 
recesses will be eliminated and lunch time will be extended. Recess was eliminated in order to provide teacher 
supervision during transitioning between classes. Look in this newsletter for a copy of the schedules for all 
divisions; the first parent package in September will also contain a copy. The new schedule will be effective 
September 2015.

Direct donation program. Bowmore School Council will run a pilot program in September 2015 to enable parents 
to donate directly instead of purchasing a product. Other fundraisers will run as before (e.g. QSP) .

Snack program. Students want more variety. Toronto Public Health restricts the type of foods that can be served as 
a snack; for example, at least part of snack must be a fruit or vegetable. In the winter, budget constrains what can 
be purchased as well. However, in the warmer weather more options become available. If you have a suggestion on
what types of food you would like to see in the snack program, please leave a note in Mrs. Hollywood's mailbox in 
the main office.

Field trips. There were several comments about field trips. Students wanted more field trips and some parents 
wanted BSC to subsidize field trips throughout the year. (There were also comments about the type of field trips 
but that is up to teachers.) In a prior year, BSC did subsidize field trips. In the end staff recommended that the 
funds should be directed elsewhere because the amount per student – while large for the BSC finances – didn't 
make a large difference to the amount of money requested from parents. Should this recommendation change, BSC
will re-evaluate this item.



Finally ...

A big thank you to everyone who took the survey this year. We appreciate your input! And a big thank you to the 
teachers who asked their students to take the survey and to the students who responded; this year we had 
significantly more students take the survey than we did for prior surveys.

If you want to see the survey results in detail, you can download the two survey summaries online. 

Bowmore School Staff Survey: Determine which of the programs and resources could be useful in the 2015/2016 
school year.
https://bowmoresc.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/survey-summary-staff.pdf

Bowmore School Council Fundraising Direction
https://bowmoresc.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/survey-summary-lighter.pdf
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