
Bowmore Road Public School  
80 Bowmore Road, Toronto, Ontario M4L 3J2 

T:416.393.9450  F:416.393.9448 

Thelma Sambrook , Principal 

Peppi Kondilis-Minos, Vice-Principal 

Vicky Branco, Superintendent 

Sheila Cary-Meagher, Trustee 

Email: bowmore@tdsb.on.ca 

School Website: http://schools.tdsb.on.ca/bowmore 

Toronto District School Board Website: http://www.tdsb.on.ca 

 

 

           
 

Message from our Principal and Vice-Principal 
 
Spring is a time of celebration and it is filled with wonderful opportunities for our 
students and staff to share and showcase the learning that is taking place with the 
school community. We look forward to seeing everyone at our Living and Learning 
Open House next week. Our JK Kindergarten Teachers are preparing a wonderful 
introduction to Bowmore. Our Living and Learning Evening is always a fun filled 
event for the entire school community and we appreciate the extra efforts of staff 
and volunteers that will support classroom learning activities, Bowmore TIFF film 
festival, school book fair and our School Council Pizza sales. 

 
There is also an element of added excitement this Spring after a long winter being 
cooped up indoors. It is great to see students on the field in the morning, swimming 
in the pool and enjoying music and art activities over lunch. There is a positive 
energy throughout the building. 

 
Students and Staff at Bowmore have much to cheer about: This year, Mr. Sekdorian’s 
students won the TIFF Film Festival award in the Gr 7-8 Category. We are so happy 
for them. They deserve it. Ms. Jarvis and Ms. Davis’ grade 6 class won the TVO Kids 
Choice Award.  
 
Congratulations to the thirteen finalist teams of Grade 6, 7 & 8 student film directors 
and their teachers, Ms. Partridge, Ms. Davis, Mr. Sekdorian, Ms. Jarvis, and Ms. Gatt.   

 
There are many more exciting news items highlighted in this month’s newsletter.  
As we move into the latter half of May and into June, we can look forward to a 
continued celebration of the arts, with our Senior School Arts Concert in June. There 
will be talent shows, sporting events, EQAO assessment period and Graduation 
Celebrations before we bring our school year to a close.  
 
Please note the approved school organizational model for 2014-2015 is on the last 
page of the newsletter for your reference.  
 
Our last School Advisory Council Meeting takes place Thursday, May 22nd and we 
hope you will take the opportunity to come out and participate in our year-end 
celebrations. School Advisory Council nomination forms are available in the office 
for those who would like to take a greater role.   
 
Sincerely,    
Thelma Sambrook & Peppi Kondilis-Minos 

 

    May 2014 

 
 

 

 
 

 
May | 5 – 9 - Education Week in  

Ontario  

May | 5 – 11 – Children’s Mental  

Health Week & Clean Drinking  

Water Week 

May | 6 – Gr 7/8 Immunizations 

May | 6 – Compost Awareness  

Week 

May | 7 – Living and Learning  

Open House/ Mental Health Fair  

May | 8 – Senior Kindergarten  

Immersion Open House  

May | 9 – Jump for Heart Kick off 

May | 11 – Mother’s Day 

May | 12 & 13 – Feeder School  

Visits 

May | 13 – Prologue Show for  

Grade 7 & 8’s 

May | 16 – Class consultation  

forms due back to school  

May | 16 – Food Revolution  

May | 19 – Victoria Day  

May | 20 – Area Track and Field  

Meet 

May | 22 – Parent Council 6pm  

May | 26 – International Art  

Education Week  

May | 26 – TDSB Bike to School  

Day 

May | 26- 30 – EQAO 

May | 27 –Conference Finals Gr 4-8 

 

   Calendar of Events 
 



 

Guidance Dept.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claude Watson School for the Arts  

Each year students audition for admission to the school.  There are 60 

places available in the grade four year.  Auditions for vacancies in grades 

5-8 will also be held.  The audition process for students is a series of 

studio experiences in dance, drama, visual arts and music. Auditions are 

conducted by a team of adjudicators, both professional artists and 

teachers.  

The school will be holding two information evenings at the Claude 

Watson School for the Arts, 130 Doris Ave. on Tuesday, October 23, 

2012 and Wednesday, October 24, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.  School parking is 

limited so families should leave sufficient time to find street parking.   

These meetings are to inform parents of the school's program, to review 

the application process and to provide parents with an opportunity to ask 

questions.  Application forms will be available during the meeting, from 

the school website, or at the school as of the second week of October.   

They have set a deadline of Friday, December 14, 2012 at 4 p.m. for all 

applications to be handed in to Claude Watson School for the Arts, 130 

Doris Ave. All necessary paperwork required for applying to the program 

can be found on their website.  

They would be more than pleased to further acquaint you with the Claude 

Watson program or to answer any questions you may have regarding the 

audition process.  Parents are invited to contact the school at 395-3180 

(press #2) if you would like further information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bowmore PS Students Take Centre Stage at TIFF 
Bowmore students felt like they were heading to the Academy Awards for Kids 
and for good reason. That’s because 13 of the 31 short films selected as finalists 
for the Jump Cuts Young Film Makers Showcase at the TIFF Kids International 
Film Festival came from their school. 
  
It was an amazing film experience for Bowmore students and their teachers and 
even more so when they took home awards.  
 

 
The Veronica Herman Award for Best Film (Grades 7 & 8) 
Bowmore Students received the Award for Call of the Dead. Directors Alice, 
Grace, Elizabeth, Finn, Max and Derrick’s depiction of the literal zombification of 
two grade 7 and 8 students through their obsession with and over use of 
technology makes for a ghoulishly good time. 

 

FDK Retrofits and Classroom Movement 

 
All schools in the TDSB will have Full Day Kindergarten by September 
of 2014. Bowmore is a Phase 5 school which means next year, 
Bowmore P.S. will offer Full Day Kindergarten (FDK). To 
accommodate the increase in number of students attending school full 
time, we will convert two primary classrooms on the main floor to 
kindergarten classrooms.  
 
Mr. Goldberg’s Grade One - Room 2, and Ms. Clarke’s Grade 
One/Two- Room 14 have been selected by facilities for retrofits. The 
guidelines for the FDK classrooms require the classrooms to have a 
washroom and a double sink. 
 
In order to ensure Room 2 and Room 14 will be ready for September 
retrofits must be completed in a timely manner.  To support early 
construction, your child’s classroom will be relocated on Monday, May 
12th.  To allow for minimal disruption of classes in the school, the 
following changes will take place: 
 
Mr. Goldberg’s Grade 1 Class will move to the Drama Room 
Ms. Clarke’s Grade 1 and 2 Class will move to the Room 28 
Ms. Brewster, Junior French, will move to Room 203 
Mr. Watkins, Intermediate French/Music will move to Room 301 
 
We recognize that any movement in the school is an adjustment for 
children and their teachers but we are confident that this short term 
relocation will be made smoothly and with minimal disruption for 
children. 
 
Grade 1 classes will be moved back to the main floor in September 
and our grade 3 classes will be moved upstairs across from the 
library. 
 
We would like to thank everyone in advance for their support with the 
retrofits to Bowmore classes. We are looking forward to exciting 
changes FDK brings. 

Bowmore celebrates Pink Day!! 

We had an incredible time. On 

Wednesday April 11
th

 2014, Bowmore 

Road Public School participated in the 

international day of pink. This event 

took place at Bowmore School. The 

purpose of this event is to symbolize a 

stand against bullying. Principal of 

Bowmore school, Thelma Sambrook 

believes that the message of stopping 

bullying should be spread throughout 

our school, and our community. Ms. 

Miller-Caise and Ms. Minos delivered 

workshops to students at the school. 

The Primary, Junior and Senior 

students received sessions about 

tolerance and acceptance of 

differences.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Loonies and Toonies!! 

Bring your loonies and toonies 
because the Bowmore Girl's 
Club is having a craft sale to 
support girls around the world. 
All money will go to this Girl 
foundation. Did you know that 
every 3 seconds a girl is forced 
to marry and millions of girls 
aren't allowed to get an 
education? We want to help. 
We've been making jewelry, 
book marks and other 
homemade crafts to help girls 
get their freedom. Look for us 
during recess and lunch 
outside of the office on 
Wednesday, May 21st!  

Thanks for your support! Sanju 
and Katie from Bowmore's 
Girl's Club 

  

Leah Jarvis  

Grade 6, Room 204 

Bowmore PS. 

 

Junior Achievement  
 

Room 202 had the pleasure of hosting 
Pauline Bogle and Andrew Chong 

from Junior Achievers on April 9. 

Pauline and Andrew both work for 
BMO legal services. It was an exciting 

and rewarding day, filled with 
interesting business strategies. The 

day also provided students with a 

new perspective on how to set goals 
and achieve them. Diversity in the 

workplace was an important aspect of 
the day. Things such as working in 

teams and appreciating differences 
among one another were discussed. 

Moving forward, room 202 is focusing 

on a productive and positive class 
environment.  

 
Andrea Harquail and Donche Burke  

 

 

The Library 

 

 
continue for the next couple of weeks and then in mid May when the weather 

improves (trusting it will eventually!) the book club will be held on 

Wednesdays only. Students will be notified. 

The Forest of Reading program is now over and voting is in. Over 200 

primary students voted for their favourite and it was I Dare You Not to Yawn 

by Helene Boudreau with This Is Not My Hat by Jon Klassen a close second.  

The Silverbirch Express winner was And the Winner Is… by Etta Kaner 

followed closely by The Secret of the Village Fool by Rebecca Upjohn.  The 

non-fiction category had Saving Lives & Changing Hearts by Rob Laidlaw 

as a favourite. There was not enough interest in the fiction categories for 

both Silverbirch and Red Maple so a winning book was not determined. 

Perhaps with more time more children will read them and we will get an idea 

of how much they are liked. All of these books are available to borrow from 

the library. As well, many can be accessed as ebooks on the Folletshelf on 

the Virtual Library. I have mentioned how to do this in previous reports but 

if you would like to know more, please come to see me in the library. I hope 

you enjoy reading them together. 

BOOK FAIR FUNDRAISER TIME AGAIN!!!!   
This spring we are changing things by inviting our local book store, Ella 

Minnow, to host the fair. For those of you who are not familiar with 

Heather’s bookstore, it is at 1915 Queen St. East in the Beach. 

www.ellaminnow.ca  We will be setting up in the Drama Room in the senior 

school on Monday morning May 5
th
 and will be inviting students to come to 

see the offerings. We will book classrooms and volunteers and have a wish 

list ready. We will be open to sell books on Tuesday over lunch and after 

school until 4:00. On Wednesday, May 7 we will be open for the a.m. recess, 

lunch, after school and during the Living and Learning Open House until 8 

p.m. The next day, Thursday, we will be open during recess and lunch and 

then we will close up shop. More information will be coming regarding how 

to pay, draws and prizes and how online preorders can count toward our 

fundraiser. Please email me or visit if you would like to help with the fair. 

sara.erskine@tdsb.on.ca 

Thanks to those who contributed to giving books for the Children’s Book 

Bank and to families who have donated new books to the library. Your 

support is appreciated. Thanks to volunteers and monitors as well. There are 

always opportunities to contribute in the library. I am usually open after 

school and welcome you to come in and browse our selection with your 

child/ren. We have many new books to select, from the Newbery Medal 

winner Flora and Ulysses, to the Caldecott Medal winner Locomotive by 

Brian Floca to the popular Legend series by Marie Lu and the last in Scott 

Westerfeld’s Leviathan series. And more!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 

 

Library News  

The library has been a busy place these 

last two months with book club on 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday noon 

hours. Although it was to be a place to 

read and share the Forest of Reading 

books, many students took it as an 

opportunity to just snuggle up with a book 

and some friends and enjoy a quiet space 

to read. This has been lovely. This will  

http://www.ellaminnow.ca/
mailto:sara.erskine@tdsb.on.ca


 

Bowmore FUN-raiser: June 13 is Just Around the Corner! 
Volunteers Needed 
 

 
 

Bouncy castles, food trucks, cotton candy, Fancy Nancy's cake 
walk and more! Come on out and raise funds for Bowmore while 
having family fun at the fabulous Bowmore FUN-raiser Carnival. 
Just one hour of your time will help make this event a success!  
 

 When: Bowmore FUN-raiser Carnival is on Friday, June 
13 from 3pm - 7pm! 

 Needed: More than 80 adult volunteers for 1-hour shifts. 
Email us if you can help. 

 Know a local business that might want to sponsor the 
Carnival? Let us know!  

 Follow us on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/BowmoreFunRaiserCarnival 

 BowmoreCarnival@gmail.com 

 

School Council Meeting May 22nd 
 

Our next Council meeting will be May 22nd and Trustee Sheila Cary-

Meagher will be in attendance to discuss changes to Bowmore's 

programs. 

 

Last Pizza Lunch will take place May 30th 
Thanks to volunteers and hungry kids for another tasty year!  

 

 

 

 Bowmore School Council  
www.bowmoresc.com 

 

Movie Night Friday May 

23rd 
 

Come see Nut Job in the 

Bowmore Junior Gym on our 

next movie night: Friday, 

May 23rd. 

 

Doors open at 5:30 movie 

starts at 6pm.   

Pizza slice $2.00/Juice $1.00 

 

Casio Keyboard 

 
 

 

The Month of May 

is Integrity 

 

“Whoever is careless with 

the truth in small matters 

cannot be trusted with 

important matters.”  

― Albert Einstein 

 

On Tuesday April 29
th

, 

MusicCounts Gift of Music 

Team, Natalie Powell, Kevin 

Keith, along with Sandro 

Lorenzo from Casio Canada 

awarded an Electric Piano for 

their MusicCounts application. 

Many thanks to Fiona Luck and 

Ruth Lee for collaborating on 

this application with the school! 

mailto:BowmoreCarnival@gmail.com
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9810.Albert_Einstein


 

 

Bowmore Rocks Rocked the House! 
 

Thank you to all those parents, friends, and family who came out to 

attend the 3rd  

Bowmore Rocks! Fundraiser. This year we were successful in raising 

$6,015 to fund the  

purchase of camera equipment for use by all Bowmore students, 

kindergarten to grade  

8. This equipment will support the schools current art programs, 

allow for new and 

interesting program creation centered on this new technology. The 

Bowmore Rocks! Chairs would like to thank the following Bowmore 

parents for their time and support of this event: 

 

● Brenda Daniels - Ticket Sales Manager 

● Nancy Botelho – Parent Ticket Agent 

● Erin Keaney – Parent Ticket Agent 

● Sharon Donaldson – Parent Ticket Agent 

● Dawn Chapman @ Lazy Daisy – Ticket Agent 

● Elizabeth Grundon - Bowmore School Council Treasurer 

● Lionel Bebbington – Graphics 

● Joanne Hunter – Smith – Children’s auction organizer 

● Orla Kipling – Raffle Table Organizer 

● Karin Eaton – Kindergarten Rep 

● Shawn Malik – Volunteer Dad DJ 

● Erik Doole –Volunteer Dad DJ 

● Leane Besky - State Farm Insurance for sponsorship 

● Baron Byng Royal Canadian Legion for donation of venue 

● Grundon Family 

 

We are always grateful to those parents who donate their time to help 

ensure the success of these fundraisers. Without you, this event could 

not have taken place.  Kind regards and thanks from Your Bowmore 

Rocks! Co-Chairs: Lori Sears-Malik, Viviana Kohen, Melanie Kaye 

 

 

Thanks for Making the First Ever “Make It Fair” Great!  
 

Four hours. 350 visitors. 24 Exhibitors and 40 tables - it all adds up to 

a terrific success for the first ever Bowmore Make It Fair which 

happened on March 29th in the Bowmore senior gym.  Bowmore 

teachers Mr. Norris, Mr. Ross and their students wowed the crowds 

with interactive displays and the Bowmore Robot Fight Club. 

Handmade bee houses made by Miss Davis and her students sold out. 

A cross section of electronics, handmade crafts, Bowmore's own 

LEGO Club, and the Cardboard "Hack It!" table kept visitors engaged 

for hours!  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

A huge thank you to the Parent 

Council volunteers for helping 

run the Fair and providing tasty 

food to keep us all well fed and 

energized! Our first ever "Make 

It!" Fair was a great success, we 

thank you all for your amazing 

support, and we look forward to 

seeing you all again next year! 

Until then, keep in touch via our 

Facebook Page for on-going 

news and updates: 

Facebook.com/bowmoremakeitf

air  
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

Police Record Checks 

 

Please see Ms. Baines in the 

main office if you would like to 

ensure you have your Police 

record check in advance of Sept 

2014. It takes a while for these 

to be processed and we don’t 

want to disappoint parents if 

they want to volunteer in Sept to 

help young children adjust to 

full day kindergarten program.  

 

There is necessary paperwork 

that is required.  

 

Ms. Baines has all the 

information you require in the 

main office.  

 

Thanks for your interest in 

volunteering at Bowmore.  

 

-Main office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lice Check Screening 
 

April 3
rd

 and 4
th
, Nit Pickers were here to check all students. A big thank you 

goes out to our School Council which continues to organize the Lice Check. 

They are an amazing team and checked students’ hair for lice! There were a 

few cases of lice found in the Bowmore student population and parents of 

students infected were contacted and given specific instructions on how to 

treat their child for lice. Letters went home to parents if their child was in the 

same class as the child with lice. In an effort to break the lice cycle we ask 

parents to be diligent and do frequent checks of their child’s hair. 

 

Thanks for making sure our school is Lice-free!! 

 

Reminder: Grade 7/8 Immunization is coming up. May 6
th 

am.  

 
 

   

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Community  

Health & Wellness 

 

 

 

To Bowmore School Community: 

Randy Langlois left the building and retired!  Randy, our 

favourite pirate or mattie, may you find that the sunken 

treasure in Cuba that you have always been looking for. We 

will miss him, his laughter, and his sense of humour! Thank 

you for working to make Bowmore the best school in the 

TDSB! We hope you remember us as you sail off into the 

sunset!  

Thanks for the good times and your leadership- Henry, 

Sandra, Vince, Mason  

& Tony 

 

Many Thanks to East of 

Eliza Flower Shop & 

Garden Centre 1960 

Gerrard St. East for their 

generous donations. 

 

They drop off planting 

that we can add to our 

beds in order to continue 

to beautify our grounds. 

 

Thanks so much! 



 

  

What Fun We had On Earth Day! 

 
 

 
Monday, April 22

nd
 was Earth Day and the primary division (K-3) 

engaged in activities dedicated to celebrating and minding the world 

around us. We would like to extend a great big THANK YOU to all the 

families who generously donated supplies to help run the activities, from 

soil, to seeds, to material! Here are some impressions of the day from 

some students from room 10:   

 

From Ethan Ptak: 

 

On April 22, Monday, it was Earth Day and we went to different classes 

and did different stuff. My group started with making bird feeders in the 

drama room. It was a lot of fun because making it was sticky and I like 

sticky things! The next thing that we did was going outside. That was 

even more fun than making bird feeders. We had to run from one side to 

another and put stuff {recyclables, garbage, etc.} in the right bin. The last 

thing that we did was making hats. It was cool.  

 

From Liam Dunlop: 

 

On April 22
nd

 at Bowmore Public School on Earth Day in the morning, 

grades K-3 did Earth Day activities. This included such things like: 

building a bird feeder, planting a sunflower, a recycle relay and more. 

What we did was in groups we would rotate to each activity and have lots 

and lots of fun! For example, when we planted a sunflower it was very 

fun for me because I love planting and gardening. I thought it was lots of 

fun and I bet you would too if you did it!  

 

From Byron Carisse:  

 

On April 22
nd

, it was Earth Day. We had rotations to help the Earth, like 

planting plants and stuff like that. We had different groups (like 

Raccoons, for example) and the different rooms had different groups. 

Everyone did something different but people did the same but everyone 

had fun and that’s what mattered most! 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eco-Heroes 

 

Bowmore’s Eco-Corner 
Our eco-heroes are:  

 

Joseph Morris 

 

for his Bee  

contributions at the past 

Make It Fair! 

 

Organic Bins 

 

 

http://www.ecoschools.ca/
http://www.ecoschools.ca/


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Teaching Assignments for 2014-2015 

 

1. FDK - JK/SK 1.0  

2. FDK - JK/SK 1.0  

3. FDK - JK/SK 1.0  

4. FDK - JK/SK 1.0  

5. FDK – (Immersion) SK 1.0  

6. Gr. 1  

7. Gr. 1  

8. Gr. 1/2  

9. Gr. 2  

10. Gr. 2  

11. Gr. 2/3  

12. Gr. 3  

13. Gr. 3  

14. Gr. 4  

15. Gr. 4/5  

16. Gr. 5/6  

17. Gr. 6  

18. GR 4 GIFTED  

19. GR 5 GIFTED  

20. GR 5/6 GIFTED  

Pods: 

21. GR 6/7 GIFTED  

22. GR. 7  

23. GR 7 GIFTED  

24. GR 7/8 GIFTED  

25. GR 7/8  

26. GR 8  

Extended French Pods: 

27. GR 7  

28. GR 7  

29. GR 8  

30. GR 8  

Special Education: 

31. Gr 7/8 ISP/ LD  

32. Pr/Jr HSP 

33. Jr/Int HSP 

 

 

Parent Consultation Forms have been sent home on pink paper. 

Please look for them in your child’s backpack. Please ensure that 

these forms are returned by Friday, May 16
th

, 2014 if you would 

like to contribute to the decisions made about placements for 

classrooms next year. This will ensure your feedback is included 

in the discussions about class placements.  

 

Thanks for your attention to this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volleyball at Bowmore!!! 

Co-ed volleyball was an 
amazing experience. It wasn’t 
just an extremely fun sport, but 
a great opportunity to learn. 
There was major improvement 
in all of us. Anyone who was 
on the team knows that they 
fell in love with the sport. Most 
of us, before this season of 
volleyball, had no idea how to 
play. If it wasn’t for the 
coaches, I don’t know how we 
could have done well in the 
final tournament. Player Miles 
says, “I had never touched a 
volley ball in my life before. I 
joined co-ed team and now I 
can serve and spike.” Grace 
says that she wasn’t the nest 
volleyball player ever, but now 
she feels confident with her 
skills. As you can see, co-ed 
changed our thoughts in this 
exceptional but difficult sport. 
Hopefully all of us will be on 
the senior team.  

   

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


